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Environmental Commitments 
ADOT and the contractor shall follow the federal laws, regulations, and guidelines and the ADOT 
standards and specifications listed below to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts for all relevant 
environmental resources: 

�x Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 

�x Uniform Relocation Act Amendments of 1987 

�x Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

�x ADOT’s Public Involvement Plan 

�x ADOT’s NEPA EA and EIS Guidance 

�x ADOT’s Right of Way Procedures Manual 

�x ADOT’s Clean Water Act Section 404/401 Guidance Manual 

�x ADOT’s Temporary Traffic Control Design Guidelines 

�x ADOT’s Erosion and Pollution Control Manual 

�x ADOT’s 2017 Noise Abatement Requirements 

�x ADOT’s Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction 

�x SAF-6.01 Asbestos Management Policy 

�x ADOT’s Roadside Vegetation Management Guideline 

Environmental Mitigation Measures  
Environmental mitigation measures are intended to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts on 
environmental resources. The mitigation measures discussed in this document do not obligate 
ADOT to their implementation. ADOT may choose to modify, delete, or add to these measures. 
These mitigation measures would be updated, as required, in the Final Environmental Assessment, 
at which time they would no longer be subject to change without prior written approval from ADOT. 

Arizona Department of Transportation Design Responsibility  

�x The Arizona Department of Transportation would continue to facilitate opportunities for public 
engagement to identify community priorities and concerns as well as to develop and refine 
strategies for business and residential displacements throughout the project planning 
process and final design. (pages 46 and 54) 

�x During final design, ADOT would develop a traffic control plan that details traffic control 
measures and construction sequencing in coordination with the City of Phoenix. ADOT would 
coordinate with the City of Phoenix to keep transit stops open and accessible during 
construction. The traffic control plan would govern unless an alternate plan is approved by 
ADOT. (pages 46 and 54) 

�x During final design, ADOT would conduct public engagement activities with the business and 
property owners in the vicinity of the intersection to share the traffic control plan. (pages 46 
and 54) 

�x At the initiation of final design, ADOT would develop a project-specific business relocation 
plan based on engagement with the owners of the affected businesses and in line with the 
requirements of Uniform Relocation and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
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amended; 49 CFR Part 24, Subparts C through F; and, ADOT policies and procedures. The 
business relocation plan will identify strategies that address community-specific concerns, 
outline specific steps that will be taken to assist businesses, and connect the business 
owners with available resources through the City of Phoenix and local small business 
support organizations. (pages 46 and 54) 

�x During final design the Arizona Department of Transportation would continue coordination 
with BNSF Railway Company and the Arizona Corporation Commission regarding final 
crossing design requirements, permitting, and approval processes. (page 94) 

�x The Maricopa County Floodplain Manager would be provided an opportunity to review and 
comment on the design plans (page 101). 

�x The Department project manager would contact the Arizona Department of Transportation, 
Environmental Planning, Hazardous Materials Coordinator (602.920.3882 or 602.712.7767) 
during final design to determine the need for additional site assessment or asbestos 
sampling. (page 110)  

Arizona Department of Transportation Central District Responsibilities 

�x During final design, ADOT would develop a traffic control plan that details traffic control 
measures and construction sequencing in coordination with the City of Phoenix. ADOT would 
coordinate with the City of Phoenix to keep transit stops open and accessible during 
construction. (pages 46 and 54) 

Arizona Department of Transportation Right-of-Way Responsibilities 

�x At the initiation of final design, ADOT would develop a project-specific business relocation 
plan based on engagement with the owners of the affected businesses and accordance with 
the requirements of Uniform Relocation and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 
as amended; 49 CFR Part 24, Subparts C through F; and, ADOT policies and procedures. 
The business relocation plan will identify strategies that address community-specific 
concerns, outline specific steps that will be taken to assist businesses, and connect the 
business owners with available resources through the City of Phoenix and local small 
business support organizations. (pages 47 and 54) 

Contractor Responsibilities 

�x With the exception of temporary, short-term closures (less than 3 hours), the contractor 
would maintain driveway access to all businesses and residences throughout the 
construction. If a property has multiple driveways, at least one would remain open at all 
times. (pages 46 and 55) 

�x The contractor, after coordination with the engineer, would communicate traffic control 
measures with the public, local officials, and the media prior to and during construction 
activities. Communication may include, but is not limited to, media alerts, social media, a 
project-specific mobile application, direct mailings to area businesses and property owners, 
information on variable message signs, and paid newspaper notices. (pages 46 and 55) 

�x The contractor shall follow the traffic control plan provided by the engineer. (pages 46 and 
55) 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in coordination with the City of Phoenix and 
Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), initiated the Grand-35 Study (Study) to evaluate 
potential transportation improvements at the intersection of United States (US) Route 60 (US 60) 
(Grand Avenue), 35th Avenue, and Indian School Road to improve traffic operations, reduce 
congestion, address safety concerns, and maintain regional mobility. 

1.1 Explanation of an Environmental Assessment 
This environmental assessment (EA) for the reconstruction of the traffic interchange at the 
intersection of US 60 (Grand Avenue), 35th Avenue, and Indian School Road was prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended (42 United States 
Code [U.S.C.] 4321 et seq.) and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations that implement 
NEPA (40 Code of Regulations [CFR] 1500 to 1508). The environmental review, consultation, and 
other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have 
been, carried out by ADOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
April 16, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and ADOT 
(FHWA/ADOT 2019).  

According to CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1508.9), the basic function of an EA is to describe the need 
for a proposed action, alternatives for implementing or constructing a proposed action, and the 
environmental impacts of a proposed action and alternatives. The EA also provides a list of agencies 
and persons consulted. Based on the impacts identified, the EA provides the basis for ADOT to 
determine whether an environmental impact statement should be prepared for the Preferred 
Alternative. This document serves as a tool for ADOT to identify potentially significant impacts on 
social, economic, natural, and cultural resources and measures to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
such impacts. 

1.2 Project Location 
ADOT proposes to reconstruct the six-legged intersection of three major roads northeast of the 
downtown Phoenix area, within the City of Phoenix, Maricopa County, Arizona (Figure 1). The three 
major roads are US 60 (Grand Avenue), 35th Avenue, and Indian School Road, and the project 
limits extend roughly 0.5 mile from the intersection (Figure 2). The Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
(BNSF) freight rail corridor is parallel to US 60 (Grand Avenue) and extends along the south side of 
the road. The area surrounding the intersection is urbanized, and includes industrial, commercial, 
and residential development.  

The project lies within the planning area for MAG, a regional agency that conducts planning and 
makes policy decisions in a number of core areas, including transportation planning. MAG is the 
designated metropolitan planning organization for transportation planning in the greater Phoenix 
region, which includes the Phoenix urbanized area. 
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